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CREATION STORY
For decades, Indigenous Peoples across Turtle Island, Inuit Nunangat
and the Métis Homeland have shared knowledge, personal
experiences and cultural ways of living in order to raise awareness
about the abusive and oppressive relationship between the colonial
state and the rightful stewards of this land. In the beginning, efforts
went largely unnoticed. Recently however, as more and more
devastating facts surfaced, many non-Indigenous people began
reflecting about their role as settlers and asking themselves what they
could do. After numerous public inquiries, commissions, official
reports, and media reports, the truth has become impossible to
ignore. However, unaware of the deep roots of colonialism
embedded in their minds and ways of living, many well-intentioned
settlers set off on their personal allyship journeys inattentive to the
cost of labour associated with having to constantly explain
Indigenous realities to non-Indigenous people. It is with this context
in mind and in this spirit that the Decolonial Toolbox was born.
In recent years, Concordia Universityʼs Office of Community
Engagement has worked to cultivate relationships with organizations
that centre the leadership and expertise of Indigenous communities.
In 2020, Concordia approached Mikana, an Indigenous-led
organization with an educational mission to act on discrimination
and racism against Indigenous Peoples, and the Montreal
Indigenous Community NETWORK, a community-led organization
committed to improving the lives of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis
communities living in the Greater Montreal area, to form a
partnership. From then on, a tripartite collaboration was born.
From this partnership emerged a unified vision to provide
opportunities for young Indigenous leaders to consider how
Indigenous lives and wellbeing are affected by ongoing colonialism
and offer Indigenous-driven solutions to bridge the inequality gap.
Our minds were equally convinced of the need to alleviate the
burden and emotional labour Indigenous Peoples so often carry
when educating non-Indigenous folks.
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